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Welcome...  
...to this Issue 
 

Welcome to this special edition of WIFC 

Times which we dedicate to marking the 

35th anniversary of our Council. We have 

contributions from some of the key people 

whose commitment to bringing different 

communities together has been the 

inspiration behind many of the activities 

we currently undertake.  

In order to mark this significant milestone, 

we held a special event at the City of 

Wolverhampton College at the end of 

October. It was a truly historic day in the 

life of the Council that began life as a small 

number of individuals meeting each other, 

trying to find out what other peopleõs faiths 

meant. Since then the Inter-Faith Council 

has come a long way, its efforts to bring 

understanding and harmony to 

Wolverhamptonõs multi-ethnic, multi-faith 

communities are widely recognised and, 

quite rightly, applauded. The whole event 

signified its maturity and aptly 

encapsulated the continuing wishes of a 

large number of people for peace, dialogue 

and justice.  

Much of prejudice against other faiths, 

traditions and lifestyles is based on 

ignorance. When we come face to face 

with someone from a different 

background, colour or faith, they represent 

a threat, something which is unknown and 

the first reaction we might have is fear. 

Avoidance is common strategy that many 

people deploy to come to terms with 

situations which are strange and ôexoticõ. 

And then to make sense of what we have 

come across, we tend to stereotype others. 

We, in the Inter Faith Council, try to break 

down these stereotypes by encouraging 

dialogue between different communities. 

Through our encounters and discussions, 

we look for principles that different faiths 

have in common. We aspire to build on 

those that bind, and refuse to be blinded 

by those issues that divide and separate.  

The increasing incidence of aggression, 

parochialism and bigotry in the world sadly 

means the need for inter-faith work is not 

going to diminish in the foreseeable future.  

Over 22% of the local population, which 

means over 52,000 in the city, are from 

visible minority groups. Wolverhampton 

has an above average level of non-

Christian religions (13.6% compared with 

5.5% for England and Wales). We must 

strive to ensure that they do no longer 

remain disconnected to mainstream 

society.  

Many people worked very hard to make the 

anniversary event the huge success it was 

and my sincere thanks go to all of them. It 

is only through teamwork and collaborative 

planning that we can make an impact. I 

must, however, give special thanks to the 

City of Wolverhampton College for their 

hospitality, Mike ShelleyðSmith for 

undertaking all the administrative tasks, 

often with a smile, and Satya Pal Sharma 

for his outstanding contribution to the 

planning and execution of the event.  

Your comments on 

the Newsletter or 

suggestions for 

future issues will be 

gratefully received. 
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Message from The Right Worshipful The 

Mayor of Wolverhampton, Councillor Surjan 

Singh Duhra.  

I am delighted to be able to write these few 

words as we celebrate Wolverhampton Inter 

Faith Councilõs 35th Anniversary. 

Community relations in the City, as 

elsewhere, suffered considerably after Enoch 

Powellõs 1968 speech. There were lots of 

prejudices, based on ignorance, about 

newcomers to our city and indeed our 

country.   

It is thanks to Reverend Platten, Methodist 

minister, who had the foresight, in 1974, to 

bring different faith communities together in 

our City to promote understanding, that the 

Inter Faith Group began its life.  From those 

humble beginnings there are now over 200 

individual members and almost 45 

organisations affiliated to the Group.  

The Inter Faith Council has a simple focus for 

its work ð by talking to others from different 

faiths and traditions, we can find ways of 

living in peace. 

I have been fortunate enough to be Mayor of 

Wolverhampton twice and over the years I 

have seen many changes in our City, but my 

commitment and belief in our City remains 

the same.   

Our city community is made up of many 

people - young and old, people from different 

faiths, backgrounds and ethnic origins - all 

with an equal part to play in shaping its 

future.   

It is my view that true social cohesion comes 

from the ideals and shared beliefs that weld 

society together and on this count we have 

much to be proud of in Wolverhampton. We 

must continue to focus on bringing 

communities together, recognising that all of 

us have a unique and individual contribution 

to make to the city and that collectively we 

are at our strongest when we do come 

together. 

Wolverhampton is a caring City, and caring 

for and understanding the needs of our 

neighbours, from all sectors of the 

community, is an important part of not only 

building bridges between communities but of 

promoting social cohesion and embracing 

and celebrating the diversity of its population. 

Fortunately, community relations in 

Wolverhampton are very positive and have 

been so for many years, but we cannot afford 

to be complacent. Wolverhampton still needs 

its Inter Faith Council. 

The achievements of the Inter faith Council 

over the last 35 years have been outstanding 

and are much valued and appreciated by the 

City Council.  

I would like to congratulate Wolverhampton 

Inter Faith Council on its outstanding 

achievements over the past 35 years.  I thank 

you all for your tremendous hard work and 

dedication in our quest for peaceful co-

existence in our City and wish you continued 

success in the years to come.   

 

 

 

 

 
The Right Worshipful 

The Mayor of 

Wolverhampton, 

Councillor Surjan 

Singh Duhra 


